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A GHOST TRAIN.
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T Pashed the Door Open and Looked
in.

nearer, and pretty soon 1 heard the
g-rln:i‘m;: uf tne brakes, and understood
that the traln was coming (o 2 sLop.
I aidn't jowe any thre in mtlmg out of
that wogl ,Aand going for that
tmin. I oo sue it standing ¢loge to
she walwr-butt, about 40 yards  down
the road, and kmew, of course, that the
engineer was taking in water. When 1
reanchad her I =aw that the train con-
sigec2 only of A bhgpags car, and a
Pulliman wicéper. T swuang myself up
won the rear platform of the sleeper,
aud pushed the door oren with & good
ales] of trouble, for the woodwork
peemad tn lnwa swelley, qud
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| gaw that
l telan's congtlence,

wann't anybody to help me from the
ineid¢ of the ear.

“When 1 got ins !
for the passengers, bt wasn't 4
gingle one. ‘Nelthor swas tn re any siEn
of the rup,.'p--r porter, who ought to b (=3
besn there to s=zic me for my ticket,
#nd to pretend that 1 was making hhmn
a lot of trouble by asking for & bed)
You kaow the way of nl ¥ [»u: U»rc
and how they slw 1
that if you don't g then
big tip, yol are a pood deal w
& Elave-driver. The car was Iit up
after . fashion: by a singie ol lamp,
and all the berths looked as i the
pas rs hod just Jumped out of
thim., and t(he porter in't been
round to make up the be 1 eouldn't
think: what had come of the pas-
singers, sooing v coulidn't have
gono into the g = edr, and it
ui"h. t seem ]:h;h‘ whale

full eouild have distr i natlven
ﬂl woy stations.  However, U wasEn't
any affsir mine. I bivth
doars aof the car to let a
through, for It
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1
the engineer would
and would
wns  stark
thing was

put the braks on,
fe¢l the drag on the car
stop’ the truin, unless hs
mad. At ‘any rato, the
worth trying

*] got out on the pdstform, hanging
on for all I was warth to the hand rail,
until T got hold of the: brake wheel, 1t
was &5 rusty asif it had besn soaking
It water for a week, but T dign't mind
that. I jammeil that brake down good
and hard, but the braks-chain snapped
almost as easy as the hellscord, and
there was an end of that plan for stop-
ping the train, Of course, I knew thut
a brake-clialn somuetimes snaps, and
vou oan't prevent ft, but it was curl-
ous that hoth the bell-cord and the
brake-chain on thet car should have
béen, good Tor nothing.

“Well, I got back into the car again,
and 1 took a middling good drink of
the whisky, and It gorl of warmed up
my courzge, 1 never was a drinking
mian even 'in my young fim.-l for I des-
pise a drunkard, especintly if he 18 &

11rnnd man, But T hadn't had abbye
six seven drinks that day, umi I
Lnow thiet anotlisr modera one
wouldn't de me any harm, 1 whe be-
ginning to feel & Hitle hetter, when 1
romembered that 1 had never heard
the whistle of the lovomotive since we
hind started from Manlivs statlon
That showed me that the engineer
was elther drunk of mad, for in either
cage he would hate hlown hils whistle
twi-thirds of the there be-

time;

|
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& sudden I thought of
dopided that 1 would
pull it nod = the drain. Thon if any
oonductor appeared T wottld tell him
whe 1 was, nnd n.:ur'rn him "rd.! iIf he
| didn

in W de it Wy I 1\--UT'

care that the diviston

shoutd know all about

I ot held of the bell cord ar
In Talrish xort of pall—mot Un \r'r\
hardest sort of a pull, you understand,
| bt just & mpderate pull. The cord
broke in my hand ns easy as if it had
bean. a plece of thrend, 1 all ohance
stappini the traln that way disap-
I looked ait the bell cord and
it was a= motten as a poli-
=0 1 just hroke off
i plese of It nbout twa or thres vards
| tTong. and put It In my pocket, intend-
ing: to show It to the division superin-
tendent a= a specimen of the way in
which Fullman c&r  eondnctors at-
tended o their business

“All the time the train was rushing
aherd at a speed that wonld have besn
eccunted worth notleing even on the
Yark Coentral. TWhon she striok a

curve—ani there were lots of thom—
she just left the tmack entirdly, and
ewung round that curve with her
wheels In the alr. nd when she 414
stirike the trank azusin you onn bel
that things shook. ©Of course T don’™
mean that the traln actaally did lesve
the track, but that v the way #
would have seemed tn you 1If yvou had
been aboard that oar, I went to the
forward door to see il thére was any

chanee of getting Into or over the bas-

& car and so reaching the anginger,
| but it would have token s monkoy in
first Tate training to have climbed over
that baggage car without breaking his
neck at the rite at which was wapas
ruanning. 1 went back Info.the sleeper
axnin, and, holding on to a herth tried
to Hght up a clgar. but somehow the
match dldn't seem 1o take much inter-
est In the thing. 1 felt confident thnt
In'a fow minutes more the onr would
leave the and go to everlasting
emash, and T ramember fesling thank-
*ul'that I had gone over my accounts
Just before leaving Jericho, and that
noboldy could fail to understand them.
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"Lueklly T f=l] into o snowbinlk
wasn't serlousiy hurt. Flow
ghook stuhned me for mn wh
when' T came toy, and found t
ind that my

| nnd sturt-
= 111 should
n !‘rm'f {
nld jodes, fabaut half o mi .
Fa=i Fablusvilie, where thereds &
Httle tavern, and mighty slad I was to |
see jt. I knocked the landlord up and
got n bed, and it noon, Lthe next
doy before 1 wake up

“There wasn't any train to Jericho
until after 8 o'clock, s0 not having any-
thing' to do, 'T lnooked up the landiord,
ang found he was an old acqualniance
of mine. by the name of Hunk Skn-
mong.  When T told him that T had
come to Fablusyville by a night train
he sort of smiled, and T eould ses he
dldn’t belleve me. ‘I don't gay that the i
train stopped here T sald, ‘for the last
I gaw of it wns 2 mile or 20 up the
roitl, where 1 fel] off the redr platform
into a snow bank. Bot all the same, T
1l come most of the way from Maniius
last night in & Pullinan sleeper”

* "Then you must have ¢ome on what
the boys call the ghost train,® says
Hank.

“*What traln’s

HSWhy, It's the ghost of the
thrt woent off the bridgs on the Musk-
ahoot river. The boys do say that
every:- once in o while there Is a train
made up of 4 lodomotive, a biaggpuge
car, and a Pullman steeper, that somes
down the rond hustlin®, and goes off
the Muskahoot bridge Into the river, I
NEVeEr maw  such traln myself, bul
there's lots of folks living nlong this
road that have seen it and you'd hayve
hard work to convinee ‘em that it
ign’t the ghost of the wrecked traln.
Come to think of i, that thers train
was wreeked just a vear ago fast night,
and it's probable that her shost was
out for an alring, &= you mizht aay.’

“Well, when T came to thinlk the
thing over, I came to the concluston
that Hank was right, and that the
Pullman with the w=t bodelothes, and
the rotten belicord, was nothing, more
ar ]Pss, thian .the ghost of A car. How-
ever, T didn't say ‘much more to Hank
about it at the time, /for the less o
man talks about seeing ghoste the bet-
ter it i1s for him, if he wants to he
congldored a relidble man, But as soon
as T got back to Jericho I went to sea
the divigion superintendent and told
Nim the whale story.

* *See here” he sald, when T had got
through, ‘I suppose 1 ought to report

Yo, bat wnafd.i!ﬂrlg ihat you were

that? eays 1.
traln
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| i I Wis on my oath.

| that
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2 | oy hosts i that T never slept in the day-

t night, and that you'rel ®
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rmt i drlnking man as 2 general thing,

1 sha'n't say anything about It I]\IL
if you'll take my advica, yonu'll not tall ‘
that ridiculous story to anybody else’

““Then you think I wis drunk and |
dreamed the whale: thing, do you? I |
ashed.

Wi don't think so saye he. ‘I'm
sure of It. 1've Just been over the di-
vizsion reports, and no such trainas son
describe Hag been sesn ot any station.
Besldes, 1 know white every Pullman |
car [n the company's servica'is just ac
this identical time, and §t's Impossibie
that 5 Pullman should have beén on
the Afanilug branch last night. No |
train of any Kind went over that
brench between § o'clock Iast night and
7 o'clock this morning.’ |

“"Then I wilsh you'd expinin how T
traveled from Aanlius station to Fast |
Fablusville last night between 9 nmi|
2 1 ecan prave by the conductor of
the up traln thal he et me off at ‘-hn-
Hua after § o'clock last night, and
ran prove by the landlord of the |
Fablusville Tavern that 1 put up at
his houss just before 12 o'clovk. A man
whether he is drunk or sober, can't
travel 70 miles in three h<'-1!r5. unless
he does it on o rallrind train'

“The superintendent was a mighty
smart man, but this conundrum of |
ming was more than he could answer.
So he only smiled, in an aggravating |
sort. of way. and esald: ‘You'd batter
take my advice and keep quiet. Yoo |
know how down the dizéctors are on
too much whisky.
If son go nhout talking of this adven- |
ture of your's the chanees are vou |
losi: your place,’

“Just then I happened to think of
the plece of hell-cord that T had taleen |
from - the ear. I put my hand in my
it wak, sure ensugh,

d it up, and: £41d to the superin-
lent: “There's o piece of the rotlen
xord that 1 told you nhnm Per-
htupis you'll say 1 dreame ] B5lx Teel of
eoridl into)my pooket’ |

“The superintendent took Ir, and T
could see that he was censiderably
Btaggersd, “Yoo say you got tl
of the Pullman sleeper that vou
ed about? he asked.

*iThe Just exactly and
the [dentical place where T
unrd aforesaid.” savs I,

precisely
rot that
A8 solemn Ay |

‘Well!* says he, ‘T take back what
I 8uld about you're ki aving hean dru
That thers cord hasn't Heen in use In
any car an this road for more than a
year. The Irst car that had a cord Tike
wae the one that went into the
That’'s & eolton
lan't uss anything but

in.

cord, and we
he P nowa

“Then you think that I was on
I..hn-r train after @l saya 1,

‘L think," says he, ‘that the Jass Vol
gy ahout it the betier—that 1§, IT you
care to follow my adyice. If vau keep
on talking about It you'll have half
teidnmen on  the divislon wateh-
Ing for phe ait and negleoting thoir
regular dul '

" pours I promised to do ag fhe
superintendant siid, and T nevar men-
tioned the ghost {rain until this par-
tn tlar superintendent had sk d o

I with over $100,000. i was
amazing smart man, and If 1
one against his wishes, T wonldn't
stald in the company’s :-nr\'irrf
VEry long. However, whan 1 did be-
gin to tell the story, mobody hFIlt-u'cI
M, except now end then an ald train
hitnd whoe had seen ghost tealn himesir,
#ll about 'em, Tve told you
the story as stralght ag die, and you
can take it or Jeive It Just gz
chonse Ad  Hor Ba¥E,  “Thet
e ::liri:?!i In heaven and the i
pince than any philosopher ever o "
0 drewm .mnuL, SR BEEVEr duted
O —
QUEER JAMAICA WAYS,

a

How One Womnn Failed in Rome to
Do as the Romans Dw. |
in Rome do as the Romans
Siys the old' distioh, bt in thes
of universal travel it is Sme
¥ to Enow belorekand the man-
REr and customes of the native Inhahil-
I ‘_‘nlmr:ir- Lhat are vimited,
FAYS A W in'the New York Tribune
i h:-\'-.-_ It uu chopétieks with «
fe and daughter tn China
ed with the Py i
and smaksidl narg
Amierican, who was
cosmopalitan, “but I
filled %o adagit myselr SUCTRES-
ully tothe customs of the country un-
HI I reached Jamalica, In the Weat In-
dies, 1 had letters 1o ¢ Gf e mup-
Tt thers, and upon ering thom
eccived a0 prompt Imitdtion to hreak-
List and spond the daw
was ool mentioned, but as
wera French, I q.a[-]-u-m} Y
was!1l o’e
tirne I prosent
that 1 had l\-» n expes
oVer, my entertaipers w
p:‘:.-;hi-'- and thejr usudl frugnl it
[ cake, 'wine and frult was .
CImenled by more
viends for my benefit. Afier iun
I was gsked If T would ke to tdk
As I bad juar arcived, I assared

ditt

eran
fin
m-mm" 1L nat

C T2

5 .“. W Im h
nnl_\,\ to find
ib 8 Hinv-

e miost hos-

Eir and proveeded to makes myself na
agreeable a8 possible. My enterialn-
ers endeavored to be chesrful, but thsire
was something In the atmosphere that
madeé me aware that T had 1--}”]“1![{:5'[ i
solecism—and  that T had

rightly wis very apparent in mu
!u-w:! looks of the family when T

that I thought' 1 did (#8] tired and
would bn giad Lo repose myeelf a little.
1 was Immediately quuvrtu'l o @n
apariment which had evidently besn
arranged with' the expectation that 1
would zo regularly to bed, and, wish-
ing me & good rest, the ledy and gen-
tieman of the house left me. for the
whole afterncon. About 5 o'clock one

!-"r the daughters came to fateh me In

# fredh tollet, looking very nice and
making me feel very tumbled and un-
tidy In consequence.  So, adfter T had
been shown the gardens, which ware
really lovely, I began to mpke mes
sdisux. “But I must stop to dinner
they urged, *they guite expectbd me.!
But 1 thought they had had enongh of
me; and persisted in my refusal. I
thaught they parted from me rather
=tifily, and, In driving over the long
avenue which led up to«the house, I
met & number of smarily drossed peo-
ple, who, I afterward learned, had
been fnvited espocially to mest me, So
I missed it all around and gave no
end of trouble and offenss, all because
1 did not just know Jamales habits,'—
Ncw York Tribune.

RETURNED FOR CORBRECTION.

The ollowing story 18 told of Lard
Pobert's first.experience with the Dub-
lin postofice: “Having taken up hls
quarters at the’ Shelbourne hotel, he
later on walked up to the postoflics to
glve Instructions about his letters and
telegrams. The postoffice dignitary
gave Nim the wusudl form to fill In,
which he dld, mnd signing it *Roberts,
Shelbourne hotel,! handed it bacio 1o
tha clerk, who, after scanning it In a
contemptuous way, fiung it back to the
field marshal, exclaiming, with wither-
Ing sarcasm: *What d'sve mane wid
this at all? Maybe, perhaps, ve'll be
afthar puttin' your Christian name:
nfore t'other one av ¥e have one.* "
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OUR MINISTER
IN OLD MEXICO

Ransom and His Life in the
Tropieal Climase,

SOME NEW EXPERIENCES
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Mexican Servants Who Cannot or
Will  Not English—The
Minister's Perplexity Over Span-
Iinh—The Motives of n “Benr”
Misunderstoold—Courtesy of the
Mexicans,
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As Uniterd States minister to Mexico,

General Matt. W. Ran=am, the present

Incumbent of the poat, lives in a typi-

eal Mexicnn house, not more clabornis

| but cartiinly: not less  alegnnt  thon
othar resillencss that face the

Alsmeda and border the Paseo of the

beautiful  tropieal eapital:. Yet, not-

witstanding the apreeabile fealures of
hig officd and the unvary-
with whom he

ntaet, Genernl Rangom, wha

it hage divided hiz time boet
.‘C-ar'.h Carolina. pl l.m.mnn and ths
tiroles politioal a ¥ in Wash-

!‘r’tnr‘ hls found it difficult to beeo

el Lo life as i musc be
the City of exion. Thig (g be

il 18 impossible 10 “Amerieanizs"

ctlon 'or Mexleo,
Ronsom . gors 1tp at hix old
'_\u ith Carallug hou ek, and 15
1op witne Iw ..hr.!‘-- ts sthout
'k ATLE hr;,.m
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' ARCHIBALD W. BUTLER

MINTSTER RANSOM'S RESIDESOE.

B, senor.”

Lo you know where that is?"

“8i senor.”

He gave tha note to the servant, and
motloning him to the door sald: "Now
go.'

"8, senor; sl senor.”

“Don't stind there like a fshbering
ot and say ‘Sl senor,’ to me all day,”
said Ransom, thinking his instructions
very explicit. Twenty minutes
the gervant returned, bowed respect-
fully and said: “'Cafe, senopr™

The tramsiator, who meanwhila had
come in, explained to the mintster that
he hind  given instructions about the
note at about the hour he usually or-
dors caffee. Nothing 'that had been
said had been understood, but the Mex-
fean had simply econcluded that the
minister's English’ meant an order for
coffes. Without attempting to explain
turther, Ranpsom, In great wrath, took
the nota he had written, and, ordering
4 oAb, delivered it at the palace him-
gelf.

RANSOM AND THE MEXICAN
“HEAR"

On another oceasion, General Ran-
‘som entared the office of the legation
and sajd, somewhat apprehensively, “I
am afrald there Is some plot on foot
‘to break Inte this house or the ona next
door. For the past week I have séen
a man with a cape wrapped about his

walking up a=d down In front of the
house, He atops every

puts things in the poper, lsn't 7
Pa—Oh. o, m eon.” Ah sAHor keepa

later |

face and his hat pulled over his erves

fow minutes
lana peers'up at the: monﬂ mr;-

SMOKING IN OUR (CHUROCHES.

Not So Strange When Yau Think
What Happens fn Mexico.
Commenting onthe faet that the phs-
tor of o church in the Whilechapel dis-
trict in London lately announced his
intention' to talerate In future the
smoking of pipes durlng ssrvicen, P'in-
dependancs Helgs eays there (= really
nothing so very striingo about thir, In
the Mexican courts of nw, it says, the
smoking of clgars s allowed, and it
often happens that prisoners pulf awny
at the fragrant weed while answering
the questions of the Judge, who, of
caurse, adds to the smoke. Mexican
tenchers reward dillgent puplls by gle-
jmg them permission to “have” n clgar
of clgareite during school hours: and
whenever the worthy master ls in good
humor the school room air Is lkely to
be thick with smoke, Thirst ascome.
panies smoking; hence. on the tench-
er's desk stands o huge far of "pulque”
the nallonal beverage, to refresh tutor

and  tutored,

THE FEMININE INSTINCT.
“Say, Floss, whit makes that snaks
tie himsslf vp In o knot™
“Chuess he wiants to remember somes
thing, snd he hosa’t got any Bandier-
chief."—ELife.
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